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“This great texts rework the small ones, for “lions are made of
sheep”, as Valery said. And sheep are made of lions, too: a folk legend
says that Hanuman wrote the original Ramayana on a mountaintop,
after the Great War, and scattered the manuscript; it was many times
larger than what we have now. Valmiki is said to have captured only a
fragment of it. In this sense, no text is original, yet no telling is a mere
retelling — and the story has no closure, although it may be enclosed
in a text. In India and in Southeast Asia, no one ever reads the
Ramayana or the Mahabharata for the first time. The stories are there,
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“always already.
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